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Top four tips 

• Make sure you’re visible; use front and rear lights during the day, at dusk and at night to help 
drivers notice you. Use a safety vest for additional visibility when batteries get weak or when 
lights are not enough. (We stock all of these items.)  

o Read the MSU Bikes Service Center Manager's recommendations on bike lights here. 
o Watch this YouTube video to understand why it's important to stand out from your 

environment.  This is another good video illustrating why lights are important especially at 
night by the Chicago Department of Transportation's Bicycle Program (more on lights on pg. 3). 

• Keep the chain well lubed with the right lube (use “wet condition” chain lube, such as Pedro's Syn 
Lube for winter riding, which lasts longer than the dry-weather chain lube). We stock lots of 
different lubes at the service center for different conditions and parts of your bike. 

• Check your tire pressure regularly. Tires will get softer faster in the winter, which actually helps 
increase grip on ice/snow. However, don’t let them get too low or you’ll get more pinch-flats and 
just make it very hard to get down the road. The recommended tire pressures are almost always 
printed on the sidewalls of your tires and often give a range, like 45 to 65 psi. Go with the lower 
pressure in the winter and the higher pressure in the dry months. 

• Any lock can freeze and rust up to the point where you can’t easily open it. To reduce the chances 
of this happening, make sure the locking mechanisms are facing down so water doesn’t sit in 
them and freeze the unit solid. Also, lubricate the mechanism with good lube (like Tri-flow) before 
it gets stuck shut (when it’s dry) to keep it functioning. If it does freeze up, use a cup of hot water 
or hot coffee to pour over it and defrost the mechanism before you break off the key in the lock. 
We also stock lock de-icer in the center, which is good to keep in the office or your back-pack for 
your bike or car locks. 
 
 

http://www.facebook.com/#%21/note.php?note_id=465245682195&id=106754001464
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ahg6qcgoay4&feature=player_embedded#%21
http://www.youtube.com/user/ChicagoBikes#p/u/6/0WJUoABn1GU


Clothing & Essential Equipment 

Dress in layers and you’ll be able to stay warm at very cold temps and, yes, even sweat.   See 
BikeWinter’s Clothing tips for a full discussion of the various clothing challenges of winter cyclists.  We 
stock a good selection of clear glasses and goggles, long-fingered gloves, toe covers, balaclavas, head 
bands, full-fenders, a wide variety of lights and knobby tires in most sizes to make sure you get more 
traction as the snow falls. We can also special order studded tires and lots of other winter-use items.  

Storage & Covered Parking services 

Consider putting your good-weather bike up for the winter in our storage facility (e-mail us about our 
storage services) and get a winter-only bike with full fenders, bigger tires, etc. During the winter months 
we generally have a good selection of rental bikes, some of which are already set up with fenders.  

Also, see inf. about indoor/ covered bike parking options on campus here: 
http://www.bikes.msu.edu/content/biking_resources.html#local 
 
Excerpt: Looking for a place to lock up your bike out of the rain and snow? We're getting more covered 
bike parking options around campus. Click here to see them all. 

Additionally, many of the residence halls on campus have indoors bike rooms: Holden, Wonders, Wilson, 
Holmes, McDonel, Akers, Hubbard, MASP, Campbell, Landon, Yakeley/Gilchrist all have bike rooms (as of 
Nov. 2010). Inquire at your hall reception desk about using the bike rooms. 

More resources 

Here are some articles and websites for more information on winter riding: 

• The MSU Physical Plant's Campus Snow Plan - reference material to learn more about how MSU maintains 
its streets and paths. (To report an area in need of snow or ice removal: Call 353-1760. For areas near 
University residence halls, inform the facility manager.) 

• BikeWinter of Chicago |  Clothing tips | Rules and Tips of Winter Riding 
• Bike lights article in Momentum magazine (includes links to many light company websites) that discusses a 

new report that reveals where and when most low-light accidents occur. 
• Who would know better? How about the Fairbanks (Alaska) Cycle Club. 
• Bike Commuters Coast Through Winter Weather, Great Lakes Radio Consortium, Karen Kelly (full text). 
• Icebike - Home of "the Winter Cyclist". 
• IceBike's Winter maintenance page - tips on how to help your bike survive the frigid temperatures. 
• Peter White's Studded Tires article - information on studded tires. 
• Articles on studded tires (which cover do-it-yourself plans) - IceBike | Studded Tires: Make your own in 7 

easy steps (These DIY tires also provide run-flat abilities when made with an old tire carcass on the inside 
to protect the tube from the tips of the metal screws.) 

• Military surplus clothing (mittens, hats, coats, boots, etc.) 
• KTrak (movie - website) - a universal tracted rear drive kit to transform a mountain bike into an all-terrain 

riding machine. 

http://bikewinter.org/howto
mailto:bikes@msu.edu
http://www.bikes.msu.edu/content/biking_resources.html#local
http://www.bikes.msu.edu/content/gallery/bike_parking.html
http://landscapeservices.msu.edu/content/snowremoval.html
http://www.bikewinter.org/
http://bikewinter.org/howto
http://bikewinter.org/node/20
http://momentum-digitalmag.com/SeptOct2010/SeptOct2010#&pageSet=28&page=0
http://www.fairbankscycleclub.org/Winter/
http://www.environmentreport.org/story.php?story_id=2135
http://www.environmentreport.org/transcript.php?story_id=2135
http://www.environmentreport.org/transcript.php?story_id=2135
http://www.icebike.org/
http://www.icebike.org/Equipment/maintenance.htm
http://www.icebike.org/Equipment/maintenance.htm
http://www.icebike.org/Equipment/tires.htm
http://www.bikeforums.net/showthread.php?369227-Studded-Tires-Make-your-own-in-7-easy-steps
http://www.bikeforums.net/showthread.php?369227-Studded-Tires-Make-your-own-in-7-easy-steps
http://www.sportsmansguide.com/net/browse/browse.aspx?c=2&s=333
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HP4VwaD7rd4
http://www.ktrakcycle.com/


Other online resources/ articles of possible interest: 

MSU Campus Snow removal plans & other info.  

• http://landscapeservices.msu.edu/content/snowremoval.html   
• http://landscapeservices.msu.edu/content/snowplan_sidewalks.html 

Bike lanes are plowed when roads are plowed, but tend to accumulate more 
during the day and may appear to be unplowed.  To report an area in need of 
snow or ice removal: Call 353-1760. For areas near University residence halls, 
inform the facility manager.  Frequency of snow removal depends on snow 
events… with smaller machines now outfitted with brooms and brine for pre-
treatment, peds and bicyclists should find walks in pretty good shape all 
throughout campus.  
 

Public Reporting Tool for Road/sidewalk issues:   
SeeClickFix for MSU Campus - http://www.seeclickfix.com/watch_area/4736 
- issues reported with this tool generate an auto-email to the folks on campus that are responsible for maintaining 
our roads/ paths and for related safety issues.   Others can also see that the issue was reported and can support it, 
comment on it, add photos to it, etc. 
 

Advice & reviews on bike lights: 

• Momentum Magazine article, “Bike Lights”:   
http://momentum-digitalmag.com/SeptOct2010/SeptOct2010#&pageSet=28&page=0 

• TP’s advice on bike lights: 
http://www.facebook.com/tim.msubikes#!/note.php?note_id=465245682195&id=106754001464 

 

Winter Commuting “Lite” Strategies 
If you’re faced with rising costs of parking and are considering commuting by bike to reduce those costs and/or 
perhaps have a longer commute along very busy roads that make you more nervous during the worst of the winter 
months you might consider doing what I do:  throw your bike in or on (using a rack) your motor vehicle and drive in 
close to work but just outside the high parking fee area.  Park your vehicle and ride in the last mile or whatever.  I 
save over $400 a year doing this by parking down at the Commuter Parking lot 89 (corner of Mt. Hope and Farm 
Ln.; its $90/yr. for a permit there) and know of others who do a similar routine in downtown Lansing to avoid the 
high pay lots.  MSU also has a couple other options to the top-dollar parking permit for faculty/staff; you can 
choose the new Commuter Plus Permit.  Excerpt from the Parking web page for faculty/staff permits: 

“The Commuter Plus Permit…combines some of the convenience of the Full Privilege Permit with some of 
the cost savings of the Commuter Permit. With this permit, when school is in session (including Finals 
week), your vehicle must be parked in the Mt. Hope commuter lot (lot 89). CATA bus service are is 
available from the commuter lot to the Shaw Parking Ramp and transfers from there to other parts of 
campus. When school is not in session, your vehicle may park in ANY employee parking lot or ramp 

 
There's nothing like a good pair of 

warm mittens for winter riding. 
These are some that available from 

OutYourBackdoor.com, a locally 
owned DIY outdoor adventure for 
tight budgets company run by Jeff 

Potter (author’s brother). 

http://landscapeservices.msu.edu/content/snowremoval.html
http://landscapeservices.msu.edu/content/snowplan_sidewalks.html
http://www.seeclickfix.com/watch_area/4736
http://momentum-digitalmag.com/SeptOct2010/SeptOct2010#&pageSet=28&page=0
http://www.facebook.com/tim.msubikes#!/note.php?note_id=465245682195&id=106754001464
http://police.msu.edu/facultystaffpermits.asp
http://www.outyourbackdoor.com/


anywhere on campus. Parking gate privileges ARE enabled on your Spartan ID Card. The commuter plus 
permit will cost $234 for July 1, 2010 – June 30, 2011 and will cost $240 for July 1, 2011 – June 30, 2012.” 

Another good option, which isn’t advertised on their web page yet, is to purchase full parking permits for just the 
months you need one, or to buy day passes in bulk (which are something like $6/day I believe) to use on those 
days that are dreadful. 
 
One final option, that I must admit to not having used but hear good things about, use the CATA buses and their 
bike racks to get in close to work and then ride the last mile to the office/shop, etc.  Here is CATA’s page of info. 
about using their bike racks and also information about the few bike lockers they have in Lansing / E. Lansing 
(which are very under-utilized apparently). 

http://www.cata.org/RidingCATA/HowtoRideCATA/UsingBikeRacksLockers/tabid/94/Default.aspx
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